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Chapter 37
KENOPANISHAD AND
SAHASRA LINGA
Sage Bharadwaja told Romasa that he was enthralled
to hear the anecdote of the sages like Suka. " Now I request
you to tell me in detail the cause for the pride of the Gods
like Hari, Brahma, Indra and others" Romasa began to
explain:
"Long ago Siva and Parvati fully decked with priceless
ornaments started on their faithful bull to visit Sri Kalahasti.
In the course of their aerial journey from Kailasa, Sankara
pointed out the various Lokas like Vaikunta and described
to Parvati the specialities of each of them. Happily
conversing they proceeded towards Mt. Meru with
wonderful gems. During their journey Paravati noticed
various gods running hither and thither in great panic. On
her enquiry, Siva said that He withdrew His kindness on
the gods as they became arrogant. Consequently, the
Danavas gained easy victory over them and drove them
away.
Paravati taking pity on the plight of the gods
requested her God to be kind to the gods because they were
virtuous. In compliance with her request, Sankara cast his
benign looks on the Devas who vanquished the demons in
an easy fight.
The gods gloated over their victory and indulged in
self-praise. They attributed their success to the might of
their weapons. While Brahma extolled, the power of his
Brahmastra, Vayu lavished praises on his Vayuvastra.
Similarly Varuna, Vishnu, Agni and Indra boasted about
the invincibility of their Varunastra, Sudarshana,
Agneyastra and Vajrayuda respectively. This self-
agrandisement gave room to jealousy. The gods began to